DAILY READING PLAN PRINCE

OF PEACE
Week Of April 17, 2022 Called to Connect
Glorious Day t AN EASII
john 20:19-29 AT PRINCE OF PEACE

Day One | Read John 20:24-29

24 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with the others when Jesus came. %> They
told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless | see the nail wounds in his hands,
put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.” ¢ Eight days later the disciples were
together again, and this time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was
standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. ’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look
at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” ¢ “My Lord and
my God!” Thomas exclaimed. ?° Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those
who believe without seeing me.”

e Why do you think God raised Jesus with his wounds and scars? What scars do you carry? And what story do
they tell? What healing and new life do you need today from the risen Christ?

Day Two | Read Luke 24:1-12

1 But very early on Sunday morning[a] the women went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. > They
found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 3 So they went in, but they didn’t find the body
of the Lord Jesus. * As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly appeared to them, clothed in dazzling robes.
> The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the ground. Then the men asked, “Why are you looking
among the dead for someone who is alive? ¢ He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Remember what he told
you back in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and
that he would rise again on the third day.” ¢ Then they remembered that he had said this. ° So they rushed back
from the tomb to tell his eleven disciples—and everyone else—what had happened. *° It was Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and several other women who told the apostles what had happened. ** But
the story sounded like nonsense to the men, so they didn’t believe it. 1> However, Peter jumped up and ran to the
tomb to look. Stooping, he peered in and saw the empty linen wrappings; then he went home again, wondering
what had happened.

e “Why are you looking for the living among the dead?” What a great question! How often do we look for “life”
in places that can’t really deliver? Shopping, drugs, alcohol, social media? Today, spend a few minutes sitting in
silence, asking the risen Christ for real life.

Day Three | Read John 10:6-10

¢ Those who heard Jesus use this illustration didn’t understand what he meant, ” so he explained it to them: “|
tell you the truth, | am the gate for the sheep. & All who came before me were thieves and robbers. But the true
sheep did not listen to them. ° Yes, | am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come
and go freely and will find good pastures. 1° The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to
give them a rich and satisfying life.

e What do you think Jesus means by “life to the full”? What would that look like in your life? Where are you
lacking “life to the full”’? Spend some time in prayer today asking for what you need, then watch expectantly.
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Day Four | Read Revelation 21:5
°> And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, | am making everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write this
down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.”

e All things new! That’s what God is up to through Jesus the risen Christ. If you could ask for something in your
life to be made new, what would it be?

Day Five | Read John 8:1-11

1 Jesus returned to the Mount of Olives, ? but early the next morning he was back again at the Temple. A crowd
soon gathered, and he sat down and taught them. 3 As he was speaking, the teachers of religious law and the
Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. They put her in front of the crowd.
4 “Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act of adultery. > The law of Moses says to stone
her. What do you say?” ¢ They were trying to trap him into saying something they could use against him, but
Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with his finger. ” They kept demanding an answer, so he stood up again
and said, “All right, but let the one who has never sinned throw the first stone!” 8 Then he stooped down again
and wrote in the dust. ° When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the oldest,
until only Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman. 1° Then Jesus stood up again and said to the
woman, “Where are your accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?” 1* “No, Lord,” she said. And Jesus
said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”

e The woman caught in the act of adultery must have thought her story was over. But in Jesus she discovered
forgiveness, acceptance and a new beginning. Jesus offers those same gifts to you. If a sense of guilt or shame
are weighing on you, sit with eyes closed and hands open and receive the gifts of forgiveness, acceptance and
a new beginning.



