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Called to Connect

Week of September 4, 2022
Making It Real
Luke 5:1-11

Day #1 — Read Matthew 4:18-22 | One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he
saw two brothers—Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they fished for
a living. Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and | will show you how to fish for people!” And they
left their nets at once and followed him. A little farther up the shore he saw two other brothers, James and
John, sitting in a boat with their father, Zebedee, repairing their nets. And he called them to come, too. They
immediately followed him, leaving the boat and their father behind.

Where do you sense Jesus calling you? What stands in the way of your saying, “Yes!”?

Day #2 — Read Luke 5:1-11 | One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee,[“great
crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. He noticed two empty boats at the water’s edge, for
the fishermen had left them and were washing their nets. Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon,
its owner, to push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. When he
had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is deeper, and let down your nets to catch
some fish.” “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say
so, I'll let the nets down again.” And this time their nets were so full of fish they began to tear! A shout for
help brought their partners in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of
sinking. When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said, “Oh,
Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.” For he was awestruck by the number of fish they had caught,
as were the others with him. His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed. Jesus
replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for people!” And as soon as they landed,
they left everything and followed Jesus.

When Peter encountered Jesus, he become aware of his own sinfulness. If you encountered Jesus today, what
might you become aware of about yourself?

Day #3 — Read John 15:1-5 | “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every
branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce
even more. You have already been pruned and purified by the message | have given you. Remain in me, and
I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be
fruitful unless you remain in me. “Yes, | am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in
them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.

What is it that you cannot do unless you remain connected to Jesus? Forgive someone who wounded you?
Love someone who irritates you? Be truly generous when you’re not sure you have enough?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-11&version=NLT#fen-NLT-25077a

Day #4 — John 6:1-9 | After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also known as the
Sea of Tiberias. A huge crowd kept following him wherever he went, because they saw his miraculous signs
as he healed the sick. Then Jesus climbed a hill and sat down with his disciples around him. (It was nearly
time for the Jewish Passover celebration.) Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him.
Turning to Philip, he asked, “Where can we buy bread to feed all these people?” He was testing Philip, for he
already knew what he was going to do. Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, we wouldn’t have
enough money to feed them!” Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up. “There’s a young boy here
with five barley loaves and two fish. But what good is that with this huge crowd?”

Is Jesus calling you to do something that is bigger than you, beyond your capacity? What if you gave Jesus
what little you had and entrusted the rest to him?

Day #5 — Matthew 26:31-35 | On the way, Jesus told them, “Tonight all of you will desert me. For the
Scriptures say, ‘God will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after | have
been raised from the dead, | will go ahead of you to Galilee and meet you there.” Peter declared, “Even if
everyone else deserts you, | will never desert you.” Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this very night,
before the rooster crows, you will deny three times that you even know me.” “No!” Peter insisted. “Even if |
have to die with you, I will never deny you!” And all the other disciples vowed the same.

Peter told Jesus that he would follow Jesus even to death. He failed! But Jesus loved and restored Peter. Do
you sometimes hesitate to follow Jesus in daily life for fear of failure? What would you need to take a next
step?
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